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STATEMENT BY BENJAMIN L. HOOKS
AT BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1979,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE, NEW
YORK, NEW YORK.

It is an accepted fact of American mentality that for any
black person to attempt to speak for this country on international
matters invites the wrath of those who have assigned unto themselves
the role of world leaders.

Naturally, this attitude is directly

tied to the 400 years of Western colonialism which saw whites as
the subjugators of the darker races.
Within the context of this master-servant relationship,
Europeans ex tended their dominance thousands of miles away from
their home bases to lands as distant as the Far East.

Theb had

near-total control of the principal sea lanes around the world as
wel l as of much of the underdeveloped territories and countries in
Africa ,

the Car ibbean and Asia.
With powerful navies, their new technologies and the resul-

tant need to find an abundant supply of cheap raw materials as well
as markets for their expanding industries and commerce, they fashioned ways to control the minds and bodies of those over whom they
had assumed control .
Given this history -- and nostalgia -- i t shou ld therefore
come as no surprise that so many white Americans would regard with
great alarm the initiatives of such a superb diplomat as United
Nations Ambassador Andrew Young,
to hold that post .

who happens to be the first black

The old colonial empires are dead.

But the
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mentality,

undergirded by racism, still lingers on in the minds of

too many whites.
It follows,

t herefore,

that the singular contributions of

another great diplomat, who also happened to be black, Ralph Bunche,
have been all but written out of American history.

He was,

among

other things, Under Secretary for Special Political Affairs at the
United Nations shortly after World War II.

It was he who fashioned

the details for the Middle East peace in 1949 which resulted in the
creation and recognition of Israel as a nation.

For these efforts,

we are sure, the world is grateful although so little recognition
is given uo the man who fashioned the settlement for war-torn
•:;::>-

Palestine.
Against this background,

i t is somewhat ironic 30 years

later that we find the Middle East question now bringing an end to
the brilliant tenure of Andrew Young as the American Ambassador to
the United Nations.

Mr. Young has been nailed to the cross for

having met with . representatives of the P.L.Oa

He has been made a

sacrificial lamb for circumstances beyond his control.

Pointedly

overlooked, however, is that he was exercising his best judgment,
first in carrying out the wishes of his government in getting a
postponement of an issue corning up before the Security Council
that could have forced the United States into an embarrassing stance.
Second, as president of the Security Council, i t is his
duty to meet with all parties involved in questions scheduled to
be considered by that body.

And the P.L.O. was at the center of
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that question.

Mr. Young, in the manner in which he met with the

P.L.O. on a procedural issue, demonstrated great maturity and
skill.

The overreaction by the national news media, the Jewish

community, the Carter administration and some congressional le aders
was a regrettable consequence of the double standard by which this
nation judges its black leaders.
Pointedly and tragically overlooked in the hysterical reaction to Mr. Young's meeting with the P.L.O. is that the encounter
did not change -- neither was i t intended to alter
regarding United States dealings with that group.
Mr. Young did succeed in his mi ssion .
the P.L.O.

U. S. policy
Furthermore,

He won an agreement from

and other Arab diplomats o n postponing the upcoming

debate on Resolution 242 and the Palestinian homeland issue.
The question of black-Jewish relations being worsened by
Mr. Young's resignation, not surprisingly, has flared into the
open even more heatedly than in the past.
that for blacks,

It must be emphasized

the issue is not one of anti-Semitism or ir-

rational hatred of Jews.

Historically the object of bigotry,

Jews easi ly empathized with the traditional victims of racial
hatred in this country.
Blacks , however, were deeply affronted by the inherent
arrogance in the attacks upon Mr. Young by Jewish groups and the
news media for his having dared to place the interests of the
United States above all other considerations.
To his inestimable credit, Mr. Young has warned about incit-
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ing black-Jewish tensions in his support.

That certainly is true.

Black-Jewish relations is not the issue at all.

Neither is the

issue Mr. Young himself, but peace in the Middle East.

Still the

Ambassador's gentlemanly response to the circumstances leading

up

to the premature curtailment of his United Nations tenure cannot
mask the double standard by which he has been judged.

He has been

excoriated and pilloried by the nation's media, sundry people and
organizations.

Yet rare is such a giant of a man who has served

his country with such outstanding success.
Because of this double standard, we find that the American
Ambassador to Austria met with the P.L.O. in that country three
~

times; yet he was only "r e mind e d'' of his government's policy.

No

public explanations, however, have been given about the full nature
of Mr. Wolf's meeting s .
We fear, however, that at this stage, not much more will be
revealed about those encounters.

It really matters little.

For

the whole history of the treatment that was meted out to Mr. Young
demonstrates that it will be a long time before this double standard of judging black p e opl e will be brought to an end.
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